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present certain social challenges in the host society. Citizens’ attitudes toward migrants are
influenced by various factors that can lead to either acceptance or rejection. This study

aimed to examine the relationship between different aspects of social trust and Iranians’

Keywords: attitudes toward foreign migrants. This research is based on secondary data analysis from
Attitudes toward foreign .
the seventh wave of the World Values Survey. The results showed that higher levels of

gz:rg:ﬁzz trust, interpersonal trust and generalized trust are significantly associated with more positive
Institutional trust, attitudes toward migrants. Additionally, attitudes toward migrants tend to become less
Interpersonal trust, favorable with increasing age. Single individuals generally have more positive attitudes
Iran. compared to married individuals. Moreover, except for the illiterate group, higher

educational levels are associated with more favorable attitudes toward migrants.
Regression analysis further revealed that generalized trust as a significant predictor of
positive attitudes toward migrants. These findings suggest that building social trust within
society can promote more positive perceptions of foreign migrants and help prevent

potential social issues related to their integration.

Introduction

Migration patterns have changed dramatically over time. In earlier periods, due to the relatively small number of
migrants, this phenomenon did not significantly affect the social, economic, age, or gender structures of either sending
or receiving regions. However, since the 19th century, migration has become a widespread and vital phenomenon
that has attracted considerable scholarly attention. Understanding what migration is, how it is measured, and its
demographic impacts is therefore especially important. According to global data, there are about 175 million migrants
worldwide—roughly one in every 35 people—accounting for about 3 percent of the global population. Additionally,
60 percent of these migrants reside in developed countries. Between 1965 and 2000, the number of migrants
worldwide doubled. Factors such as advances in communication, lower transportation costs, wage differences, and
unequal levels of social welfare among countries have contributed to this increase. The largest wave of Afghan

migration to Iran occurred in 1979 after the Afghan-Soviet war began. This influx has led to significant economic,
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social, educational, and cultural changes, impacting both migrants and the host society. In recent years, attitudes
toward foreign migrants-particularly Afghans-have faced growing challenges. Some Iranians see their presence as a
source of social and economic problems, while others do not share this view. The main goal of this study is to examine
the link between social trust and Iranians’ attitudes toward foreign migrants, aiming to use scientific evidence to

develop programs that reduce prejudice and promote greater acceptance.
Methods and Data

This study takes a quantitative approach by analyzing secondary data from the seventh wave of the World Values
Survey (WVS), conducted between 2017 and 2020. The WVS is an international longitudinal project that examines
individuals’ values and attitudes across countries, offering insights into global social, cultural, and value-based
changes. The study population includes all Iranian citizens aged 18 and older. Sampling was performed using a
stratified method with two strata: region and type of location (urban and rural). Primary sampling units were selected
with probability proportional to size, with secondary sampling units consisting of urban districts in major cities.
Households were selected through a random route method. Although the survey covered all provinces, not every
province was necessarily represented since stratification was not performed at the provincial level. The sampling
frame was based on the 2016 national census. A total of 1,030 respondents’ data were analyzed. The dependent
variable is attitudes toward foreign migrants. Independent variables include interpersonal trust (trust in close
individuals such as family and friends), generalized trust (trust in strangers), and institutional trust (trust in domestic
institutions and organizations), each measured on a Likert scale. Background variables include age, gender, marital
status, and education level. Content validity of the items was verified by experts, and the reliability of the scales was
assessed using Cronbach’s alpha, confirming their internal consistency.

Findings

The findings reveal a positive and statistically significant relationship between interpersonal trust and attitudes
toward foreign migrants: higher interpersonal trust is associated with more positive attitudes toward migrants. A
significant correlation was also found between generalized trust and attitudes toward foreign migrants, indicating
that greater generalized trust is associated with more favorable attitudes. However, institutional trust did not show a
statistically significant effect, although respondents with higher levels of institutional trust tended to express more
positive attitudes. Regression analysis results further indicated that, when controlling for other factors, only
generalized trust remained a significant predictor of attitudes toward migrants, suggesting that the observed bivariate
associations with interpersonal and institutional trust may be spurious. Regarding background variables, age was
negatively associated with positive attitudes toward migrants, meaning older respondents expressed less favorable
views. Marital status also mattered: single individuals had more positive attitudes than married respondents. Women
displayed more favorable attitudes than men, although this difference did not reach statistical significance.
Interestingly, illiterate respondents had more positive attitudes than other educational groups; however, excluding

illiterate individuals, higher levels of education were associated with more positive attitudes toward migrants.
Discussion and Conclusion

Given the important role of migrants in economic growth and community dynamics, the findings suggest that
strengthening social trust can encourage greater acceptance of migrants and help reduce potential social tensions.
Achieving this requires designing and implementing practical programs, such as workshops and training courses, to
raise awareness of migrants' positive contributions to economic development. Special attention should be given to
older age groups and individuals with lower levels of education, as these groups tend to hold less positive attitudes.
Improving government institutions' performance—through greater transparency and accountability-may also boost
institutional trust and foster more positive public attitudes. Additionally, organizing joint cultural events involving
both Iranian citizens and migrants can promote stronger social interactions, mutual understanding, and increased
levels of interpersonal and generalized trust. These initiatives can lay the foundation for peaceful coexistence and
enable the effective use of migrants’ potential in national development. By adopting these approaches, society can

move toward greater inclusivity, viewing migrants not as threats but as valuable contributors to collective progress.
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