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Reflection of Kinship Relations and Authority of

Members of Extended Families on the Activity and Spatial

Structures of Mansions in Qajar Era
(Case study: Amini Aristocratic in Qazvin)

Mahdokht Kiaee!, Hossein Soltanzadeh?, Houra Motamed Amini®

Abstract

Keywords

Extended family were formed by several related families living
together in traditional Iranian houses. Authority, defined as the
ability to influence others to fulfill the wishes of the decision-
maker, affected the activity and spatial structures of the homes of
these extended families. The aim of this research is to identify the
activity and spatial structures of the aristocratic houses of the
Qajar era, formed based on kinship relations and the authority of
family members. Therefore, the main question of is what the
effects of kinship and authority of family members are on the
functional and spatial structures of traditional houses. The
research method is descriptive-analytical, interpretive-historical
and phenomenological; Thus, by descriptive-analytical method,
kinship relations in mansions in Qajar era and the factors
affecting the establishment of authority in the traditional Iranian
family system have been studied. The examples of these patterns
in the activity and spatial systems of traditional houses are
explained. [In-depth interviews were conducted with members of
the Amini family in Qazvin, which examined the effects of
kinship and authority among members on Amini's activity and
spatial systems using the phenomenological method. The results
show that contrary to the common perception of the masculine
system, women had considerable authority within the inner
space; And the authority among women was hierarchical, upon
which the spatial system of the house was organized. Also, the
spacial system of the house provided various forms of privacy for
the collective activities of relatives.

Extended Family, Authority, Activity and Spatial Structures, Amini
Qazvin mansion.
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