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Exploring and Explaining the Transformed Spatial Patterns
in Demographic Distribution of Iranian Regions

Mohammad Hossein Sharifzadegan®, Amir Fathi Farzaneh?

Abstract

Keywords

The patterns of demographic distribution in different time periods
are various manifestations of complex stages of socio-spatial
transformations in regions of a territory. The aim of this study is
to investigate the spatial patterns resulting from population
distribution in the provinces and counties of Iran between 2011
and 2016. This enables us to explore the socio-spatial
consequences of these patterns in relation to transformation of
urbanization processes and urbanization rates of regions. The
present study has been compiled in two descriptive-analytical
levels using population and housing census data and using
combined techniques in analyzing findings based on Hot Spot
and Cold Spot commands (based on Moran and Entropy
coefficients) in GIS software. The research findings show that the
counties located in the center of the country have high rates of in
migration and those that located in the eastern and western
regions of the country are in the periods of out migration. This
indicates a reduction in the agricultural sector activities in fertile
areas and a promotion in the employment patterns in the service
and industry sectors in the center of the country. This trend has
weakened both the cohesion and spatial balance in the territory. It
is obvious that the pattern of population distribution in the
regions of the country is contrary to the principles and optimal
framework of territory spatial planning.

Demographic Distribution, Urbanization Process, Spatial Patterns,
In/Out Migration, Territory Cohesion
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